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Step Two
“Came to
believe that a
Power greater
than ourselves
could restore
us to sanity.”
Tradition Two

“For our group purpose
there is but one
ultimate authority—a
loving God as He may
express Himself in our
group conscience. Our
leaders are but trusted
servants, they do not
govern.”

Concept Two
“The General
Service Conference
of A.A. has become,
for nearly every
practical purpose,
the active voice and
the effective
conscience of our
whole society in its
world affairs.”

Alive After All
Jeff A, Keep The Focus
Some of you may have noticed that I haven’t submitted an article in a couple of
months (PLEASE tell me someone noticed.) Well I had a visit from Mr. Covid to deal
with. It was not a casual nod either. One nurse said I was the worst case she’s seen
with a happy ending. One of the guys in one of the meetings I normally attend says
it’s probably because the Lord has more work for me to do. Maybe this is it? Let me
tell you about it in case one of you has a similar visitor and I can provide some
comfort.
The beginning of November I had a couple of Doctor Appointments I couldn’t miss.
I’m pretty sure my wife caught it at one of those offices. We rarely go anywhere
these days since we are both ‘high risk’ and those were the only excursions in
weeks. In any event after she came down with symptoms I got sick a few days later.
Our GP booked us a test and we tested positive and went into the ER. My wife’s
symptoms were not life threatening so they sent her home. That was not my case.
After trying for a couple of days to get my oxygen level up to no avail, the Doctors
decided I needed a ventilator. The way that works is they put you under and put a
tube down into your lungs. That way they can get treatment to the affected area
more directly. I was on the ventilator for eight days and my brother the doctor told
me it was touch and go for a while. My wife was worried sick and fighting Covid
also. I’m sure she planned my funeral in her mind several times. Not the easiest part
of our 47 year marriage.
One of the side effects of the drugs I was given to keep me under was vivid dreams.
I would term them more as hallucinations than dreams. They were extremely real
and I remember them very clearly. One I remember extra well. I stepped into a
circle of light about 40 feet across. I could see nothing beyond the circle, received
no sound from outside the circle and I was the only thing in the circle. After some
minutes with nothing happening, I said, ‘Well. Here I am Lord. I am yours as I always
have been and always will be. Take me or leave me. Thy will be done.” I can’t be
sure but as I tried to figure out later, I believe that was the point I started getting
better.
(Continued on page 3)

From the IGNews Committee...
Hello Fellow Readers,
Another month is in the books! We get closer
every day to being together once again.
February is here and that means love is in
the air. Good thing we all got face masks to
help us make the sober decision on what is
‘love’, ‘lust’ and healthy for our new sober
lives.
Luckily we also have the help of the
fellowship in these pages. Dig in to the
experience, strength and hope of the many
AA’s that have put their love into these
pages. Thank you for picking up another
copy, and we look forward to being together
again!
With deep love and gratitude,
IG Newsletter Committee
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Statement of Purpose
The Akron InterGroup News, as a standing committee of the Akron Intergroup
Council of Alcoholics Anonymous, is bound by the Twelve Traditions and the
Twelve Concepts. Our primary purpose is the same as any AA group: to carry
the AA message to the still suffering alcoholic. Our secondary purpose is to keep
the Akron Intergroup area of Holmes, Medina, Portage, Summit & Wayne
counties informed as to events, meeting changes, Council decisions, and other
news of interest to AAs in the Akron area.
As a newsletter and voice of and for the AA community, we have an additional
purpose. We provide a forum for the broad spectrum of views held by our
members. A controversial subject, as long as it does not concern an out-side
issue and involves principles and not personalities, will be considered for

publication. At times, the committee must walk a tightrope in making decisions
on what is printed and what is not. As a general guideline, any letter or article
that is of interest to members of AA and in good taste, is worthy of publication.
However, an article or letter that advocates ignoring or violating the Traditions,
Concepts or General Service Conference actions will not be considered for
publication. Our Higher Power guides us through our Group conscience.
“No AA group or member should ever, in such a way as to implicate AA,
express any opinion on outside controversial issues particularly those of
politics, alcohol reform, or sectarian religion. The Alcoholics Anonymous
groups oppose no one. Concerning such matters they can express no views
whatsoever.”
— Tradition Ten, Long Form
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After that, I was diagnosed as ‘loopy’ for a couple of days but by Thanksgiving I was beginning to get my legs
under me again. At least I knew my name, where I was and my date of birth. Still feel a little out of phase at
times. From there I recovered rapidly. I’ve lost count of the people that have said I look great for a guy that
almost died. I went to a rehab center for a few days and then home. I am living proof that the best way to
win is giving up. We’re all in God’s hands anyway. We might as well admit it and get comfortable. With that
attitude I can truthfully say I was never scared for a minute. As my brother said ‘That’s because you know
where you’re going.’ Of course the many people praying for me couldn’t have hurt.
One more story. When my doctor was discharging me he said to go home and mix a stiff drink. I told him I
can’t do that because I’m an alcoholic. He said that’s too bad because if there’s anybody who deserves one it
was me. And I disobeyed doctors’ orders. I did not have a drink. I hope I didn’t bore you too much and this
may help someone. Is this why I’m alive after all?

Promises, Promises
The big book contains many promises. Pages 83 and 84 in particular contain a bunch. One of my favorite,
and one I especially appreciated during my sickness, is ‘We will comprehend the word serenity and we will
know peace.’ I really value that gift. My serenity is almost as important to me as my sobriety. Note the word
almost. But also note that by comprehending serenity, we will know peace. For most of us it is a peace that
we have not known for years. After years of stealing, lying and checking our rear view mirrors every few
seconds, could we finally have peace? Could we really have God grant us serenity? After the years of
turbulence, the fights, the accidents, and the hangovers could we lay it all down. The book promises we can.
Of course it requires action on our part. We have to be willing for God to change our attitudes and for us to
stop and take a look at things differently. We have to train ourselves so that when those people are doing 25
in a 35 MPH speed zone, we can first think ‘They’re doing the best they can’. Of course that’s acceptance
rather than serenity. It’s only serenity if we don’t pull out a little to see what’s in front of them.
One last point on the promises. If you can truthfully say you haven’t received the promises from the book
after being in the program awhile, it’s time to revisit the steps. Because if you’ve really done the steps, the
promises always come. Have you really let go of the bottle mentally? Have you really listed all your
resentments and fears? Have you really made your amends? Maybe it’s a time for a redo.
Well. It’s good to be back. Alive and enjoying the promises. Peace out.
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The Day the Lights Came on
From a State of Spiritual Darkness
By Rick R. Poway CA
Prior to my AA experience, like most practicing alcoholics, I spent years trying to navigate my way through the rough
waters of alcoholism. I was thinking that, someday, everything would come together, and I would settle into a life that
was normal. We all know how absurd that delusion is for an undiagnosed alcoholic.
I started drinking in my early teens and never drank moderately. I always drank for oblivion from the start and I
believe it was to cover up emotional damage done as the result of my unsupervised, misguided, undisciplined
behavior. I do not attribute that to anybody's mistreatment of me, but more to my inability to see myself as an equal
to those around me. I was used to being the smallest kid in the presence of my peers and I found myself trying to get
my share of attention, so I often overcompensated to make up for my low self-esteem. I developed habits of
dishonesty to make up for my short falls, and that led to a pattern of life that we in AA are familiar with.
At the young age of 28, I became desperate enough to swallow my pride and call AA for help as nothing I was doing
seemed to be working and at that point, I believe that my desperation outweighed my denial. I showed up before a
meeting, and 3 people were there to greet me. Within 2 minutes, THE LIGHTS CAME ON in my head. I have been
sober since that day.
At the time, I had not realized it, and I was vigilant for a long time, but the obsession was gone from that very first
day. I made a 180 degree turn in most of my thinking; it became consistent with the steps and principles of the
program. The answers to all my self-esteem issues were there and all I had to do was to seek them out as I saw others
dealing with those same problems and getting positive results.
After 51 years of attending many meetings, over a long period of time, and watching thousands of people coming and
going in the program, with various reasons for being there, and like snowflakes, no two are alike. I can almost tell
when he/she comes to that point when THE LIGHTS COME ON. Seeing that happen, sometimes after years of struggle,
is a touching experience. In my early days I did not recognize it so much as I was mentally busy trying to figure out my
own solutions, but as I have settled into a life that is, for the most part, peaceful, I recognize it often and it is a moving
experience.
If anyone has ever watched the movie about Helen Keller entitled, “The Miracle Worker.” It is a true story about a girl
who was born blind and deaf. She woke up each day in total silence and darkness. Imagine how that would be. In
desperation, they brought in a teacher, Anne Sullivan, to help them with this unbearable state of hopelessness. Anne
started working with her to teach her tactile sign language, and at some point, after much frustration, she finally
learns her first word, WATER, in the scene at the water pump. To this day, it is the most touching scene I have ever
watched. It is like the lights came on in her head and it opened the world of communication for the first time in her
life. That is the way I feel when I see someone in the program cross over that line of denial and make that 180 degree
turn. Whenever anybody comes to the program of Alcoholics Anonymous in the state of spiritual darkness, I hope
that someone will always be there to help them find the light switch.
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A Life of Purpose and Meaning
Right Living is the Key to Happiness
By Rick R. Poway CA
I was a barroom drunk and the lounge was my living room. The only reason that I went to my apartment was to
shower and to sleep. In all my time in the bar, words like humility and ego were never the topic of conversation. As I
look back on it now, I realize that the barroom was my place of refuge where I felt safe and I could rationalize just
about anything without ever facing the truth. I was living in a bubble of denial that would eventually run out of
oxygen (options). I would have to face life and the alcoholic way of life is a dead-end street which leads to hospitals,
prisons, or death. When I ran out of resources, facing desperation, I surrendered, and I entered the A.A. program
where the denial was immediately replaced with hope and encouragement. I got realistic about life. The obsession
to drink was lifted and has never returned.
The understanding of life did not happen overnight. I had to go through the process of unlearning all my ego driven
fantasies/habits and replace them with unselfish values and principles that are common in A.A. as well as, in most of
the meaningful philosophies and religions in the world today. My ego has been the biggest obstacle in the way of
this process, and I must never let down my guard. My conscience now stands between my ego and my thoughts and
actions and it is doing a pretty good job of it. It has been a slow process adopting these ideas and discarding the
failed mentality of the past but, one by one, I developed the strength and the trust in what I found in the program. I
examine my motives for every decision I make, and I apply a proven, unselfish principle to those decisions. That
takes most of the decision making out of my hands and I make fewer mistakes. As I continue to repeat this process,
in time, it becomes second nature and replaces old behaviors that cause my discontent.
Next, defining the word humility was not an easy thing to do and it took a long time to settle on an understanding
that put it to rest for me. The final piece of the puzzle came to me when, in my 22nd year of sobriety, I was on the
phone with a man who was trying to engage me in an argument, and when he realized that I was not going to bite,
he fired his last volley by saying, “Well, I've heard stories about you, and you're no angel." I thought about it for a
few seconds and replied, "I've done a lot of things in my life that I'm not proud of, but I'm not ashamed of anything
that I've done in the past 22 years.” The phone call ended peacefully. Several years later, in a step study meeting on
Step Seven the topic was humility. I remembered that phone call and realized that pride was not the opposite of
humility, that pride was the opposite of shame and that, humility fell right in the middle of the two. When I boiled it
all down, I concluded that I should not be proud of, nor ashamed of the things I do and that I should be in the middle
somewhere. This applies to my receiving as well as my giving.
Aristotle referred to this as" The Golden Mean" where, for example, when we are in the habit of giving compliments
to our friends when they deserve it, we should not be so stoic that we cannot accept a compliment with the proper
amount of appreciation, when we deserve it. To me this means finding the Mean between the extremes and
exercising it until it becomes second nature. With my Ego on the sideline and my Conscience in control, I stay on the
unselfish side of the ledger. At the age of seventy-nine, I am always involved in some form of service and it gives
purpose to my life, and I plan to live to the age of one hundred and four, so I can’t quit now. LOL
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How Can We Best Serve Thee O God
Author Unknown
Look to God choosing to have more faith that God will accomplish miracles and take care of everything as needed
and that God will supply what’s necessary and required.
Our own recoveries prove this. When we were ready, God and the A.A. Program were there. When we were ready,
the Big Book was placed in our hands. God’s grace helped us build a life so we could be happy, joyous and free with
much good orderly direction. God has given us freedom from the enemy, king alcohol, and the demon, drugs. We
are established in the Alcoholics Anonymous Program and we stand firm upon the solid foundation of living the Big
Book/Twelve and Twelve suggestions. God has raised us out of the incomprehensible pitiful demoralization of
alcoholism so we could become His intelligent agents. We serve God by helping others to recover from alcoholism
by helping them learn to resolve their spiritual malady and in so doing find the solution to all of their problems.
In working and living the Twelve Steps, God’s grace gives us the acceptance or the ability to change difficulties,
problems and troubles as they come up. The deal is that we let God discipline us as we make use of the spiritual
principles contained in the Twelve Steps and Twelve Traditions.
As we clean up our past and clear up the wreckage, our minds will be freed from many worries, fears and confusion.
As we stay pray-fully in conscious contact with God, we will be amazed at how well we handle things that would of
formerly baffled us. By our being brought into Alcoholics Anonymous by God, we have found a wonderful way to live
more fully than we’ve ever imagined.
All we need to do to keep the gift of recovery in Alcoholics Anonymous going strong is gratitude, service and
sacrifice. We give God our gratitude, the A.A. Fellowship our service and we sacrifice ourselves in giving of our own
time, finances and abilities to keep the A.A. Program strong. We use our time in meetings, getting into the
literature, and in prayer and meditation letting God in.
When we sincerely surrender our will and our life without reservations to God, we mean that we let God have us
absolutely. This includes our recovery, how we make a living, how we think, what we do for exercise, our family and
friends, what we eat, etc. We allow God to do with us as He desires and to guide us in all things and we find that
sometimes sooner or sometimes later our lives become more manageable and spiritually inspired. Nothing can bring
us power, peace, happiness and direction as will surrendering our all to God and keeping our heads in the clouds
with Him. This allows Him to do with us as He desires and keeps our feet upon the ground doing good works and
being of service to others.
We will find ourselves-our mind at peace as we let the recovery meetings, Big Book spiritual plan, and daily
consciousness of God fill each day. A.A. is a sure way to work to resolve our drink problem and other things that
trouble us. The A.A. program reminds and awakens us to God and how to apply spiritual principles to living life one
day at a time.
Here I am, God, Your servant listens, I seek to do Your bidding, I allow You to make me ready and willing to do Your
will, how can I best serve Thee, Thy will, not mine, be done. Amen This line of thinking and praying must go
constantly with us throughout each day .
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Re-Programming
Jack B. Peninsula 12 & 4
I purchased a GPS device to help with my golf game. It will allow me to view the yardages/distances on 30,000
different golf courses. The technology today is just mind blowing. Plus it will be a great aid for this wanna be golfer.
As I started reading the directions, it dawned on me, how important it will be to follow necessary steps to program
this device, so it functions properly. If I do that, this little device, the size of a golf ball, will give me the guidance I
will need; to select the proper club and try to hit the best shot I can, the right distance. Anyone that golf’s knows
that just does not happen every time. But when it does go the right distance and close to the mark, the feeling is
grand. With golf you get to try this over and over each round.
The trust I am going to have in this little device will be unwavering. I will play many different courses under varying
conditions over the next X amount of years of my life. I will come to rely on this device to help me perform as best I
can. If I program this device properly from the beginning I will have accurate information and potential for success.
Sound a little bit like something else?
If I start from the beginning at Step 1 and work my way through each necessary Step in order, I will be setting myself
up for success. I am essentially re-programing my GPS to be more in tune with the guidance and direction of my
Higher Power. Talk about mind blowing technology? I am downloading a new Guide-line, one that I can have
unwavering trust and faith in. One that will provide me with insight and experience from others. I will be able to
select the proper tool, trust in myself and give it my best shot. I know I will not always perform perfectly, but I will
always be trying over and over each day.
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Habits of Healthy People
Miranda W. Language of the Heart
We have a digital platform at work that focuses on wellbeing. You gain points for participation and can exchange the
points for prizes such as gift cards or yoga balls. This week, points were offered for watching a video on the seven
habits of healthy people. From the video's description I was able to find an article for the Ten Habits of Happy People.
To unlock those extra three habits, I read on: “Find purpose. Those who believe they are contributing to the well-being
of humanity tend to feel better about their lives. Most people want to be part of something greater than they are,
simply because it’s fulfilling.”- Baron Goldsmith PH.D. Psychology Today, August 19th 2013.
Yesterday, while hiking, I was thinking of 'purpose' and my big 'why'. Why do I work the job I work? Why do I do the
activities I do? Why do I have the goals I have? These questions reminded me of an episode from a Cartoon Network
show Rick and Morty. Rick, a scientist, creates a robot to pass butter at the table. The robot comes to life with one
question; "What is my purpose?" Rick flatly answers, "You pass butter." The robot looks down at it's two robotic claw
hands and says, "Oh God." Rick replies, "Yeah join the club."
The scene is darkly hilarious and relatable. I can't even count the number of times I sat up at night questioning
everything. What is my purpose? What am I supposed to be? Is there even a purpose to anything? Why am I even
here? Many people find comfort in religion at this point, but I felt like I strived for more than a simple answer. I'm no
better than religious individuals nor any worse. I just didn't find my answer in that area. I tried focusing on family and
friends, but I found myself placing my happiness in the hands of other humans who are just as fallible as me.
When I got sober, my sponsor asked me if I knew my purpose? Being new in sobriety I said no. He then asked me why
we had been doing all this work then? I said, "To stay sober?" he replied, "And?" This is where I was stuck and slightly
embarrassed. Being the smart ass I am, I responded "and not to drink?" If that man hadn't been sober, I'd been
slapped upside the head. He responded, "and to help another alcoholic achieve sobriety!" That changed my
perspective.
Now, my purpose is to stay sober and to hold my hand out for the next person. That doesn't mean if I try to help
someone and they relapse I have failed. I only have failed if I relapse. Even then, all I must do, is start again.

From understanding my purpose, I can relate back to my original questions. Why do I do the work I do? Because I feel I
am where I am supposed to be at this moment to do the most good. I trust if I need to be elsewhere then my higher
power will show that to me. Why do I do the activities I do? Because they help me get out of myself. Either they help
me help others or they help me center myself to "be freed of the bondage of self". Why do I have the goals I have? To
show that anyone can accomplish their goals just like I have.
I stay sober because it is my purpose. I keep coming back because it is my purpose.
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We Go With A.A. & God or Keep Going It Alone
Unknown Author
Confusion, fear and worry are the result of trying to live life apart from God and our living selfishly, self-centered, self
-will run riot. If we alcoholics and those otherwise addicted continue to insist on going through life on our own
drinking or using drugs at problems and seeking ease comfort through booze and or other chemical peace of mind,
we will sooner or later destroy and kill ourselves. This has been proven over and over again and will continue to
happen to those alcoholics who refuse to make use of what has been established in the Alcoholics Anonymous
Program.
To us who answer the call from God to enter into the A.A. Program and go to any lengths for sobriety, the result is a
better way of life than we ever imagined. Through living the Twelve Steps we grow stronger, God’s favor will rest
upon us and grace upon grace will God bestow on us. God will help us live this day to the full when we take on the
attitude that above all we want to stay sober, freed from the bondage of self-seeking. We will be at peace and as
useful as we can be in this world. God will help us keep moving forward when we do our A.A. work as well as we can.
We cooperate with Gods plan for us by working the first Nine Steps and living the last Three Steps accepting the
challenges they present to us and in doing so we become God’s servants. When we live close to God having cleaned
up the mess within us and then clean up the mess outside of us, confusion, fear and worry soon subside. No matter
how messed up we are, and no matter how great the harms, mistakes, failures and sins were, when we apply
spiritual principles, forgiving and loving all others, we will be restored to our right minds. No matter what others
have done the state of the nation and sins of others we let go and let God take care of everything.
Our suffering days can be over, we need not feel sorry for ourselves, self-pity can slip away as we place principles, 12
Steps/12 Traditions and Service, before personalities.
In the A.A. Program there are direct ways in which we can be guided and have our egos deflated. We invite God in to
help us overcome ourselves and take on seeking God’s will of love, beauty, victory, freedom and joy. These come as
God dwells in us and as we dwell in God as a result of the Twelve Steps-God discloses Himself to those who draw
near to Him. And that’s directly what happens in Alcoholics Anonymous and following the Big Book. Failure through
relapse happens only when we don’t follow the directions.
In memory of Mike B
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New Years in Akron
BY: D.M. LAJOLLA, CALIFORNIA
I remember … the amazing friendliness of Akron AA in 1938. We were given an address book with all names listed (few
could afford telephones then) and the earnest invitation to “call at any time.” And we did.
I remember … meetings. We were from Cleveland, and every Wednesday, rain or snow or shine, we made the 70-mile
round trip to Akron. We made it eagerly, willingly, anxious to be with new friends. Often there would be potluck
supper on Saturday nights. We were too poor in material possessions to entertain, but how wealthy we were in
friendships!
I remember … the emphasis on “morning meditation and morning reading,” and all of us equipped with the fivecent Upper Room. That was a must.
I remember … every lesson that Anne [Smith] dished out in her gentle and inimitable manner. “Dorothy, everyone has
been kind to you as a newcomer. Never forget to pass that friendliness and kindness along!”
I remember … when several manuscript chapters of “The Book” came. Anne and I read them to each other till 4
a.m., and Anne said, “Pray with me that this will help others.”
I remember … Anne every time I hear the Twelve Steps read, for the fifth chapter was one that we read so eagerly one
night.
I remember ... our first AA New Year’s Eve party in Akron. Anne had gotten two new dresses, her very first new clothes.
When I asked her which dress she would wear, she said, “I can’t wear a new dress. There will be so many who have no
new clothes,” and she wore the dress we were so accustomed to seeing on her.
I remember … the word spreading like wild-fire: “Bill and Lois are coming!” When they arrived we would all be
congregated to greet them. They would hide their weariness (as they still do) and greet us with warmth and affection.
I remember … it says in the Big Book “We are like the passengers of a great liner the moment after rescue from
shipwreck.”
How true it was of us then!
Copyright © The AA Grapevine, Inc. (November,2018). Reprinted with permission.
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Time to check out
BY: DEFINITELY STEVE NASHVILLE, TENN.
I’ve done it all. I don’t drink. I go to meetings. I call my sponsor. I did the Steps. I gladly do service. And of course, I
reach out to help other alcoholics.
But after all of this, there’s more? Apply the principles of AA “in all my affairs”? Every day? Forget it. That’s simply
too much to ask this recovering alcoholic, no matter how many years I have in the program.
Most of the time I do quite well. Remember, “it’s progress, not perfection.”

At a restaurant, wedding, fancy party or ball game, I’m an AA superstar. But doing the family food shopping? Now
that’s another story. If you see me “in action” at a grocery store, please, I beg you, don’t tell my sponsor how I acted
when...
1) The shopper in front of me in the “15 items or less” line starts to place 27 items on the conveyer belt.
2) The guy in front of me leaves the checkout counter to get the one item he “forgot.”
3) Someone has an endless conversation with the cashier about her granddaughter’s amazing report card.
4) “Starving” shoppers reach and grab food from the salad bar, using their hands.
5) A driver cuts me off to get the last remaining parking spot.
6) I get to the store and it doesn’t open its front door one minute early, leaving customers to freeze outside. And…
7) An SUV has been parked so close to my car that I can’t even open my door to get in.
I’m 76 years old with 28 years in the program. It may be too late for this grouchy old-timer to change no matter how
many times I do the Steps.
But thankfully, I can always do another Step 10. I’m an expert at apologies. Though I’d rather be an expert at “doing
the next right thing.”
Copyright © The AA Grapevine, Inc. (October, 2020) Reprinted with permission.
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February 2021 IG News
Jim B. & Akron AA Archives
Funny stories are known instantly by the laughter of those around what’s happening.
But have you noticed that the more interesting stories sometimes take considerable time ,
possibly years to develop (more will be revealed – Matt. 10:26) and often have many
scratching their heads, medicating their ulcers, bending their knees to have the future
revealed or just wondering how this could have happened and “What comes next?”
There you have it, the common malady of the human condition and archivists
thinking “what comes next?” in all of its many a contrived and/or dubious outcomes but
through faith we continue to collect, file and trudge along.
This next story will be told from facts wherever known and from my imperfect memory and other incomplete
sources which you will easily recognize. The very first Poverello Medal was presented by the College of
Steubenville on December 7 1949 to Sister Ignatia on behalf of Alcoholics Anonymous in recognition of great
benefactions, exemplifying in our age the Christ-like spirit of charity which filled the life of St. Francis of Assisi.
th

Twenty five and one half years ago our archives founder and previous archivist ( Gail L. ) attempted to bring
forth a fifteen year old dream through the good orderly direction of Nell Wing , AAs first archivist and the Akron
AA Archives was dedicated on May 13, 1995 the 60 anniversary of the meeting of Dr. Bob & Bill W. Shortly
afterward we began to find boxes of books and things from families of departed AA members upon the center
table of the archives on Saturdays when we showed up. A couple of years later we found a box of books and a
broken framed document which we didn’t recognize other than the name Alcoholics Anonymous written in script
upon it and Saint Francis of Assisi. Our interest was tweaked for sure but there were many years of papers to
organize and little time to file them, sometimes late into the night by Gail and this went on for a long time – in fact,
it’s happening today by the current committee.
th

The frame was repaired and the document was hung on the display room wall for a time and then a curious
phone call from an intergroup secretary in Indiana (I believe) was answered . She said they had a certificate there
that nobody seemed to know anything about and they wondered if we would recognize it. At that time the best
that I could speculate was that it was another of some unknown number of certificates and that seemed to suffice
for a time. By chance Mary D. author of “ Sister Ignatia – Angel of Alcoholics Anonymous” presented the archives
with a copy of her book and much more information on Sister Ignatia’s acceptance of the medal for AA was
acquired. We had searched AAs official historical literature and found very little but we know of two copies.
With the book we know of the medal itself residing at the Cleveland Catholic Archives in Richfield, Ohio. Being
curious, I wanted to see this medal for myself so a friend and I set an appointment to visit the archives and Sr.
Mary Maher, CSA Certified Archivist. We were shown all of the churches’ historical memorabilia and the medal
now incased within a block of clear acrylic. We asked Sister Mary if by chance the archives had a copy of the
certificate and she said yes and showed us one so now there are three.
Within the year another certificate was donated anonymously to the Akron archives and after preservation it
was filed with the Sister’s other papers bringing the number to four. A decision was made to call the College of
Steubenville who presented the medal to AA and inquire of possible supporting documentation which might
account for the number of known certificates.
(Continued on page 13)
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The information relayed to us by the college president’s personal secretary told us that all of the old
correspondence and documents were deemed non-important and destroyed years ago by their archives. The
college is now known as The Franciscan University of Steubenville.
My good friend Mark S. of Ann Arbor and I decided to make a trip to E. Dorset, Vermont and the GSO Archives
in New York. Mark had been both places before but not I. I wanted to find out if there was a copy there that I
could compare with ours and discovered that the GSO Archives didn’t have one and so while talking to the
archivist I asked if they would like to have one and she said they would be delighted to. After arriving home the
next Akron Archives Committee meeting approved the donation of a copy to the GSO and a plan to present it that
year in October of 2012 at the 16 NAAAW (National AA Archives Workshop) in Cocoa Beach, Fl. Immediately
after the presentation the delegation from the A.A. archives in Little Rock, AR. told us that they also had a
certificate and now there are five. Our GSO (nonalcoholic) archivist Michelle Mirza wrote an article in the Winter
2012 MARKINGS Vol.32 – No. 3 on the award and its presentation to the GSO Archives. She had also researched
that which could be found in the archives files and found a (just one) letter requesting a copy of the certificate to
be mailed to every chapter of AA throughout the US and Canada which would have been about 2500 copies but
no proof discovered that it was acted upon.
th

Here comes my faulty memory again. I believe that it was the Oregon Area 58 Archives Committee having its
quarterly meeting that Winter and reading the Winter MARKINGS realized that they also had one hanging on the
wall. BINGO! #6
Now we are getting closer to the present. Last November 5 ,2019 our friend
Jenn D. who will be assuming the Archives Chair of Area 70 Vermont on January
1 was researching within the Eastern States and found a certificate in the
archives of Area 48 Hudson/Mohawk/Berkshire New York and quickly notified
us with a photo of it as the #7 .
Great Work Jennifer.
st

th

This December 9 our office received a call from David L. the General
Secretary of the Roseville Tuesday Night Group in Roseville CA. in the
Sacramento CA. metropolitan area who had recently been reading a paper at “AA HISTORY LOVERS” which
mentioned said artifact. It occurred to him that he had seen one on a wall at the Club so he went searching and
found it (#8). The Roseville Group was started on January 20, 1945 and he thought it would be grand to recognize
this fact at the group’s upcoming anniversary. After a conversation with Dave he asked his friend Bill R. to send it
here for conservation and then have it returned to Bill for framing. On December 22ed at the YANA Group we
were donated a 1950 Spring Group Directory by Mark S. The Roseville Group and its founder were listed within so
a scanned copy of that was sent to Bill also.
th

So there is the story as it sits today But, Is It Over? Only time will tell. Maybe one of you will be lucky to make
the discovery of (#9) and if you do please contact the Akron AA Archives . We realize we know only a little. God
will constantly disclose more to you and to us. ( BB pg 164 ). This takes us full circle and back to the first sentence
of this article. Interesting, isn’t it?
Help in discovering which intergroup in Indiana that had a certificate, all be it unsuccessful at this time was given
by Robert S.,Rick G. and Bruce C.
In Love and Service,
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Akron Intergroup Council Meeting – January 10, 2021
This hybrid Zoom/in-person meeting at Paradise Club was opened at 12:04 pm by Chairman Dan F. with the
responsibility statement, Serenity Prayer, and the reading of the Twelve Traditions. Roll call was taken. A
quorum was not present.
Groups in Attendance: (24) Carry this Message, Dry People’s Wednesday Night, East Akron, Fairlawn,
Golden Link, Hudson 12 Step Study Group, Kenmore Group, King School Group #1, Ladies Big Book
Study, Medina Tuesday Night, Mid-day Serenity, Morning Meditation, North of Akron, North Hampton,
Ravenna Sobriety Checkpoint, Serenity Through Recovery, Silver Lake Involvement, Steps and Beyond,
Sunday in Paradise, Sunday Night 12 & 12, Thursday Closed Women’s, Thursday Night Men’s NonSmoking, Trusted Servants, Wednesday Night Mixed Discussion
Secretary’s Report: Karen K. –
Secretary’s report waived – no quorum

Treasurer’s Report: Tim Q. –
The numbers through November 30th look good all things considered. We operated 6800$ in the Red in
November. We are about 18 k in the negative for the year and are on pace to end about 25k in the red. No
motion to accept report – no quorum.
Executive Board Report: Dan F. – No report
Old Business: none
New Business: none
Founders’ Day: Jeff C. Not present – no report

Archives: Jim B.Location – Intergroup Office December was a slow month, but the committee still met every Wednesday to
scan and file. Archives volunteer Chris B. is feeling better and back on the job again. We are awaiting the
completion of the framing job to finish the Q Panel on Sister Ignatia. The #8 copy of a possible 2,500
Poverello Medal certificates has been found in Roseville, CA, within the Sacramento, CA, metropolitan area.
Only 193 people from Akron and around the world had applied their pins to the maps for 2020.
General Service: Val D. – Not present – Committee did not meet in Nov/Dec
Intergroup News: Jack B. Not present – Report read by Karen K. 1) Thank You Judy, Miranda and John for
your dedicated efforts to produce the IGNews letter every month for the 2020 year. 2) Newsletter went out on
time 3) Letters and contributions for February are due by Tuesday 1/12 4) Proof reading will be Saturday
1/23 @ 9am.
Information Tech: Randy A.– Not present - No report.
Intergroup Anniversary: Katie K. Not present - No report
Public Info/CPC: Michael B.- Not present - No report *
New Year’s Eve Dance: Jack Beegle Not present – Report read by Karen K 1) Special thanks to Greg and
(Continued on page 15)
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Bill for putting the evening together 2) Thank You to Tim, Pete, Cheryl and Joyce for support 3) Thank You
to all Participants for giving of your time and your experience
12 Step Fund Drive: Michael B. – Not present - No report
Group Services: Dusty S. The Group Services Committee met December 19th at 9:00 am. We discussed the
difficulty in reaching out to individual groups with how quickly things are changing, as well as the flyer that
has been sent out. The flyer encourages group members to contact the Intergroup Office with updated group
information as quickly as possible. The most updated meeting information can be found on Akronaa.org The
next Group Service Committee meeting will be January 16th at 9:00 am at the Akron Intergroup Office. Per
Greg, work is being done on the group data base. 182 groups contacted; 152 are meeting in person. There are
223 groups we have not heard from in a year. Per Jim, there are 400 groups listed in the Archives. We need
to correct that list so we have accurate files. We currently have 104 reps listed for groups.
Intergroup Picnic: Joyce B. We met on the 19th of December and discussed promoting unity in all the
committees by presenting their information at the picnic to pique the interest in attendees to participation
thereof. Picnic will be held on August 15th at Waterworks park in Monroe Falls at the Peninsula Pavilion.
Office Committee: Charles S. Staff performance evaluation forms have been distributed electronically to the
Board members.
Answering Service: Bill M. Total Calls: 61 Meetings: 19 12 Step: 2(males) Founders Day: 2
Treatment Facilities: Jerry C.
1. Literature has been supplied to Horizon House, Root House and Community Medical Services.
2. Root House in Ravenna had in-person meetings until Portage County status went purple and are now
doing Zoom. Weekly meetings have increased which both Administration and clients are happy about.
They still need men willing to bring a meeting in on Tuesday and Wednesday. Prefer 1 meeting to be a
Big Book format.
3. Horizon House has 2 Zoom meetings bi-weekly on Thursday and Saturday. These are all going very
well. There is a request for women that would be interested in organizing meetings for each week or on
the other days.
4. Community Medical Services in Kent is looking for an AA volunteer to bring in a meeting either on
Zoom or in-person. Anyone interested in helping us with these service work opportunities please call the
Intergroup Office or email treatment@akronaa.org
5. Compass Recovery center remains closed.
6. Recovery Works Portage opened a 36-bed detox unit in the former Robinson Hospital, Kent. They offer
care coordination and long-term recovery planning and are the only withdrawal management program
currently in Portage County. Our committee is working with this facility to see how A.A. can support
their efforts.
7. Our request for Grapevine magazines continues. Please help us by subscribing to print copy and once per
year bring your magazines to the Office so we can distribute them to residential treatment facilities.
8. Next Treatment Committee meeting is Wed. Feb. 3rd on Zoom. Details on akronaa.org. Anyone
interested is welcome to attend.
Literature Committee: Vance S. No meeting in December. Next meeting will be held January 20th at 6pm
in the intergroup office.
Corrections: Michael B.-. Not present – No report Vance requested everyone to encourage donations to jails
– orange cans, or on website.
Good and welfare: Jim H: Original member of his home group, Bill S, passed away from COVID on 12/24,
3 days short of his 38th AA anniversary. Joyce B. requested prayers for her daughter with kidney issues, her
niece, and her 2 sisters, Barb and Donna Vance S. celebrated 7 years on Jan. 7th Tim Q. celebrated 8 years
on Dec. 21st Dick S. celebrated 37 years on Dec. 27th The Council meeting was adjourned with the Lord’s
Prayer at 12:39 p.m. Respectfully submitted: Karen K., Board Secretary
Akron InterGroup News
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The meeting APP is now up to date with all meetings
that have notified the Intergroup that they are meeting
in person now. If your meeting has reopened and it is
not on the list, send an email to info@akronaa.org with
your information, or call the office at 330-253-8181.
There is still a list of online meetings on the front page
of akronaa.org.

Akron Founders’ Day
June 11, 12 & 13, 2021
Did you know you
can find the
Akron meeting Directory
Update your Group’s Information
Order literature
Make your contribution
Download the Apple and Android Meeting Guide
App
Subscribe to this newsletter
And much more ...
ON OUR WEB SITE?
www.akronaa.org

Akron InterGroup News

Pet of the Month:

Sydney
What a great
listener...
Jack B
Anniversary/
Birthday
Elaine M.
2/5/83

38 years
- 16 -

February, 2021

Fellowship After The First 164 Pages
Due to Covid-19 these events may be cancelled
or changed to online meetings.

GENERAL SERVICE

Committee Meetings at
Intergroup Office

Area 54
Gratitude Sunday
February 28—2:00 PM
Via Zoom Meeting
ID: 886 3655 5012
Password: 5454

Information Technology
Second Tuesday—6:30 PM
Literature Committee
Third Wednesday—6:00 PM
Twelve Step Fund Committee
Third Saturday—9:00 AM
Group Services
Third Saturday—10:00 AM
Corrections Committee
Third Saturday—11:00 AM

Akron Multi-District
Meets Third Saturday of
Every Month—1 PM
Pilgrim UCC
130 Broad Blvd.,
Cuyahoga Falls, OH 44221

Public Information-CPC
Third Saturday—12:00 PM
Treatment Committee
Fourth Wednesday— 7:00 PM
Check Website akronaa.org
for meetings not listed
here as more are
always being scheduled

District 10
Meets Second Monday of
Every Month—6:30 PM
Trinity UCC
150 North Street, Wooster, OH 44691

AKRON INTERGROUP INFORMATION
AKRON IG NEWS

Intergroup Council meetings are held
the first Sunday of the month at 12:00
PM at The Paradise Club All Intergroup
Representatives are encouraged to
attend every meeting. If your group
does not have a Group Representative
who is attending the meetings, you
don’t have a voice in the activities of
the Intergroup. Many important
decisions are made and this is the time
to voice concerns,
or get the latest news.
Akron InterGroup News

Deadline for Articles:

February 15, 2021—Midnight

Proofreading:

February 20, 2021—9 AM

Mailing

February 27, 2021—10 AM

Ex. Board Meeting

February 4, 2021— 7 PM

Ex. Board Meeting

TBA

Above are Located at InterGroup Office or Zoom
Council Meeting

February 12, 2021—12 PM

Council Meeting

TBA

Above Located at Paridise Club
1710 Front Street Cuyahoga Falls, OH
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DECEMBER GROUP DONATIONS: $2185.43
Your contributions keep the
Intergroup Office running
Thank You!

Where to Send Contributions
The following is a suggested guideline of how to
divide your group’s contributions
and where to send them:
50% Akron Intergroup Office
775 North Main Street; Akron, OH 44310
Make checks payable to
Akron Intergroup Office
25% The General Service Office
PO Box 459; Grand Central Station
New York, NY 10163-0459
Make checks payable to the
General Service Office
15% NE Ohio General Service, Area 54
PO Box 91384
Cleveland, OH 44101-3384
Make checks payable to
NE Ohio General Service
10% To your Local District:
Akron Area Multi District
Christen B, Treasurer
PO Box 67163
Cuyahoga Falls OH 44222
Checks payable to Akron Multi District
District 10 Wayne/Holmes Co.
Rea R Treasurer
640 E. Henry St.
Wooster, OH 44691
Checks Payable to District 10
District 11 (Medina)
Dave D, Treasurer
8581 Chippewa Rd
Lodi, OH 44254
Checks Payable to District 11
District 5A (Portage County)
Dustin S, Treasurer 2203 Ranfield Rd
Mogadore, OH 44260
Checks payable to district 5

FRESH START, PATHWAY TUESDAY
BIG BOOK STUDY, AURORA
FRIENDLY, AURORA SATURDAY
MORNING, CLOSED MEN'S
DISCUSSION, HUDSON 12 & 12
STUDY, HUDSON TEREX PM,
HUDSON TUESDAY
CLOCKWATCHERS, LANGUAGE OF
THE HEART, MEDINA TUESDAY
NIGHT, PENINSULA 12 & 4,
RITTMAN SATURDAY NIGHT,
SERENITY BIG BOOK STUDY, THE
ANSWER IS ALWAYS "C", THE TOOL

BOX, TWINSBURG SUNDAY
SUNDOWN, UPON AWAKENING,
YANA (YOU ARE NOT ALONE)

DECEMBER INDIVIDUAL
DONATIONS: $2112.71

Note: This is not the official financial report. That can be
obtained from the Intergroup Office.

Notice
During the COVID 19 shutdowns
expenses continue at the Intergroup, and
we expect the 7th Traditions donations
to drop off because meetings are not
being held where the basket can be
passed.
Please consider making your
Tradition donations if you are able.

7th
https://akronaa.org/shop/donations/donation/

You can send in a check, or make your
donation by phone or on-line using this
link.https://akronaa.org/shop/donations/
donation/
See form at right.
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F EBRUARY 2021
Sun

Mon
1

Tue
2

Wed
3

Thu
4

Fri

Sat

5

6

Executive
Board
Meeting
7pm

7

8
Council
Meeting
12pm

9

10

11

12

13

IT Meeting
6pm

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

Fund Drive
Committee
9am
Corrections
Committee
9am
CPC/PL Committee
9am
Picnic Committee
9am
Akron Multi
District
1pm
IGNews
Mailing
9am

28

To be listed on the calendar and on the events page on
the website call the office or email: info@akronaa.org
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Write for the InterGroup Newsletter!
Choose your own AA topic or the
suggested Topic:
March– Getting Lucky– finding the AA program before the
Grave
April– Spring Cleaning– Inventories!

submit your article to IGNews@akronaa.org
Deadline for December Articles is February 15, 2020
Mail, Email or bring submissions into Office:
775 North Main Street, Akron, OH 44310
Email to: ignews@akronaa.org — Or fax to: (330) 253-8292
Proofing is February 20, 2021 at 9:00 AM
Mailing is February 27, 2021 at 9:00 AM
Moving? - Don’t miss an issue of The InterGroup News
Call the Office or fill out this form.

Want to become an Akron IGNews Subscriber?
Akron IGNews can be received by mail or email (pdf file)
Mail this form and a check or money order to:
Akron InterGroup News 775 North Main Street, Akron, OH 44310
Or call the Office at 330-253-8181 and use your credit or debit card.
Or order on our website: akronaa.org

This subscription is:
 New

 Renewal

 One Year

 Mail: $9

 Email: $3

 Mail & Email: $11

 Two Years

 Mail: $16

 Email: $5

 Mail & Email: $19

Name
Address

Phone No.
City

State

Zip

Email Address
Canadian mail subscribers please add $12 per year / Overseas mail subscribers add $24 per year for postage

